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EDITORIAL 
vangelical Co-operation 


ORE than one feature in the present issue of EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTENDOM is concerned with the vexed question of Evangelical 
€0-operation. It rieed not surprise us that this should be a problem 
in our own time, for as we look into the pages of the New Testament we 
are compelled to recognize that the same problem was one which very 
much exercised the early Church. The relations of Christians one to another 
—more especially Pop of varying traditions and outlooks—is a subject to 
which the sacred writers return again and again. For example, the synthesis 
of Jewish and. Gentile, Christianity (as in Galatians) and the establishment 
of spiritual harmony between the “weak” and the “strong” brethren 
(as in Romans) are but particular aspects of a larger problem with which 
the Apostles had to grapple almost continually. 


In our own day the problem is a twofold one. ~ There is, in the first 


place, the: of co-operation between those whe and call 
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\ 
themselves “ Evangelicals” but who do not necessarily share identical 
views on all points of doctrine and practice. And in the second-place, there 
is the question of co-operation between Evangelicals as a whole and 
Christian bodies of a different ecclesiastical tradition and theological outlook. | 
In the present Editorial we propose to consider the first of these two 
problems. 
* * * 

T will be well to remind ourselves at the outset that one of the declared 

aims of the World’s Evangelical Alliance is the promotion of unity. 

among Evangelical Christians and Churches. In the course of the past 
hundred years the Alliance has done much towards achieving this aim, not 
least through the regular organization of the Universal Week of Prayer. 
At the same time the Alliance has always recognized that the only solid and 
satisfactory basis of Evangelical co-operation is the Evangel itself—not 
some party slogan or theological shibboleth. Where there is fundamental 
doctrinal agreement on the big, vital issues—for example, in regard to the 
divine person and atoning work of our Blessed Lord: the justification of 
the sinner by grace through faith: the supreme authority and entire trust- 
worthiness of the Holy Scriptures—unity of spirit not only may but must 
exist among Christian believers. 

Nevertheless, another point needs to be stressed. Agreement on the 
great foundation truths permits of wide divergence of view on matters of 
lesser importance. There are certain aspects of Christian teaching on which 
there never has been complete unanimity in the Church and in regard to 
which therefore differences of opinion are perfectly legitimate. It is a plain 
fact of history and experience that Evangelical Christians do not and cannot | 
all think alike on the secondary issues. It would be unhealthy and unnatural 
if they did. We should_be thankful that unity does-not demand uniformity, 
and equally that variety need not spell variance. Only by doing violence to Zl 
the freedom of human personality and denying that liberty of conscience , 
which has always been the glory of true Protestantism can Christians— 7 
even loyal Evangelical Christians—be persuaded to think and speak in 
precisely the same manner. The insistence on complete agreement on all 


points of doctrine, however small, savours of Roman Catholic coercion 
- father than of Protestant freedom. “ Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 


is liberty.” | 

In any case, it must be said quite plainly that to demand entire unanimity 
of belief and outlook on the part of Christian people is a denial of the 
breadth and variety of the New Testament revelation. One has only to read 
the four Gospels to appreciate the fact that fundamental unity of spirit can 
exist alongside diversity of. viewpoint. The outlooks of the Evangelists are 
obviously not identical and the portraits of our Lord which they present 
_ are marked by their own distinctive features. Nevertheless there is a‘deep_ . 
underlying harmony in the fourfold record, for while the portraits vary, the 
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person is the’same; and it is in relation to the person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ that the inspired writers find their centre of unity. 

_ Much the same thing can be seen in the New Testament Epistles. Who _ 
would deny that there are differences of emphasis and phraseology in the | 
Pauline, Petrine and Johannine presentations of the Christian faith? But | 
that is not for a moment to suggest that the Apostles are at variance with 
each other or out of harmony with the essential facts of the Gospel. Their 


varying conceptions and presentations of the truth are complementary, not 
Se Their accents may differ, but their message is the same. 


T is against this biblical background that we must consider the problem 
of Evangelical co-operation in our own day. And in the light of what we 
have said, three things at least are demanded of us as Evangelicals. The 
first is that we should hold fast to the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
all its divine fullness and scriptural purity. This is the one bond which 
effectively binds believing hearts; outside of it there is no hope of unity. 
Nothing whatever is to be gained in the interests of Evangelical co-operation 
- by watering down our message or compromising our faith. “ We are one 
body in Christ,” as the motto of the Alliance affirms. But it is only in Christ 
that we are one; and the Christ in whom we are one is the Christ of divine 
revelation: the Incarnate Son, the Atoning Saviour, the Exalted Lord, the 
Coming King. 

In the second place, we must recognize that the Gospel is larger than . 
ourselves, and that«it is big and broad enough to encompass our varying 
viewpoints as Evangelical believers. What is so important here is that we 
should learn to distinguish the eternal truth of God from our human inter- 
pretation of it. The former is final and infallible: the latter is not. St. Paul 

_ urges us to “ prove the things that differ ” (Phil. 1:10), and this is a process 

which demands keen spiritual insight. Many divisions between Evangelicals 
in the past have resulted from a tragic failure to discern between the 
essential and the unessential, between fact and theory. The precious jewel | 
of the Gospel has many facets, and it is clear that varying interpretations 
of the revealed truth of God are perfectly consistent with a total loyalty to 
that, truth. By way of illustration, it may be pointed out that Evangelicals 
have always been of one mind in ‘their emphasis upon the Second Coming 
of our Lord; but at the same time they have held very different views as to 

that particular doctrine, and indeed as to prophecy as a whole. ‘Yet this, 

- generally speaking, has not divided them or proved a barrier to co-operation 
among them. They have humbly recognized that there is room for more than 
one point of view, and that what really matters is not so much how the 
Second Coming is explained as that it is not explained away. 

The third requirement is that Christian love should be allowed to 
govern all our deliberations regarding Christian faith. Fidelity to the 

_ Gospel is undoubtedly of great importance; but charity of spirit is, according 
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to-the New Testament, of no less importance, and unless we cah view our. 
differences through charitable eyes we shall never see them in the divine 
perspective. What is needed among us all is less suspicion and more 


sympathy : 


less fear and more faith: less heresy-hunting and more under- 


standing love. Only in that atmosphere can true unity be achieved. After 


all, grace as well as truth came by Jesus Christ. 


F.C, 


HEADQUARTERS NOTES 


Executive Since the last issue of 
Council EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
o the Executive Councl First, 


- work of the Alliance for a number of 
years but whose other commitments have 
made it impossible for him to join the 
Executive. We are very glad indeed to 


welcome him now and look forward to - 


the contribution which he will undoub- 
tedly be able to make in the formation of 
policy in future days. “Mr. Wilkinson 


ence, and for a number of years served 
on the administrative staff of the Church 
Pastoral-Aid Society before accepting the 
principalship of Oak Hill Theological 
_ College in 1945. During the summer of 
” this year Mr. Wilkinson is hoping to 


. Visit Australia, and he will be a very 


valuable ambassador on behalf of the 
British Evangelical Alliance to our 
brethren in that far distant continent. 
He will also be able to bring us news of 
developments of Evangelical co-operation 


Some months ago now we reported _ 


that the Honourable the Rev. Roland 
‘Lamb had resigned from our Council on 
account of removal to the north of 
England. Since then we have been 
without a representative of the Methodist 
Church; but we are glad to announce 
that the Rev. J. D. Blinco, at present 


“Minister of the Central Hall, South- 


Highgate, and we look forward: to his 
assistance in an even greater measure 
when he moves to London. 


It is also a great pleasure to welcome 
as a member of the Council the Rev. G. 


Bedford Place, London, W.C.i, on 
Thursday, 22nd May, at 4 p.m., for the 
transaction of formal business. This 
will include the approval of the Accounts, 
Balance Sheet, and Reports of the 
Executive Council and Auditors for the 
year ending March 31st, 1952, to elect or 
re-elect officers and Executive Council, “ 
and to transact any other ordinary 
business of the Alliance. Any 
Member of the Alliance whose sub- . 
scription is not in arrear for the.year 
previous to the date of the meeting will 


be welcome at this statutory meeting. 


join the Council. Next September Mr. 3 
| Blinco leaves his present sphere to take q 
charge of the Archway Central Hall, 
excellent service on the Overseas 
has had considerable parochial experi- Annual Business We give notice in : 
Meeting of accordance with Article 
Members 31 of our Articles of | 

Association that the 
Ordinary General Business Meeting of 
Members only will take place at the . 
istered offices of the i 30 . 
there. | 


Annaal General We give advance notice 
Meeting that the Annual General 

Meeting of the World's 
Evangelical Alliance, to which all 


Members and the public will be welcome, — 


will take place in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on Wednesday, June 11th, 
at 7 p.m. Full details concerning 
speakers will be published in the next 
issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM and 
be made known through the Christian 
Press and in all other ways. | 


The Universal [Elsewhere in this issue 
Week of Prayer a short report of the 

London. meetings of 
the Universal Week of Prayer will be 
found. It is not possible at this early 
date to publish reports from-overseas 


countries. It appears, however, that the . 


Week has been observed as widely as 
ever. More than 200,000 copies of the 
programme in English have been 
dispatched and about 10,000 copies in 
Welsh. Numerous foreign translations of 
the programme were made; and reports 
of meetings and observances in all parts 
of the world should reach the office in 
time for inclusion in the next issue. It 
is encouraging tO know that in these 
critical days thousands of God’s people 
throughout the wofld will have been 
praying together for His weokcas 
during the New Year. 


The Conference Following the Inter- . 
in Holland _—s_s national Conference 

held in Holland last 
August, fully reported in our last issue, 
our brethren on the Continent are 
arranging a special Conference near 
Cologne early in March in order that 
the peculiar circumstances applicable to 
the various branches of the Evangelical 
Alliance there may be given special 
consideration in the light of the formation 
of the new World Evangelical Fellowship. 
_ This Conference has been arranged by 
they have kindly invited members from 


‘the Scandinavian countries and from 


Switzerland to attend. It is hoped that 
our Chairman, the Rev. George Dolman, 
Mr. A. J. Dain and the Secretary will 
attend on behalf of the British branch 
of the Alliance. We shall value the 
prayers of our readers that right and 
wise decisions may be reached at this 
Conference, which may very materially 
affect the work of the Alliance in all the 
countries concerned. 


World Evangelical Dr. Paul S. Rees, one 
Fellowship of the vice-presidents 

of the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals, and Dr. J. Elwin 
Wright, Secretary of the Commission on 
International Relations, left the United 
States of America on Boxing Day and 
flew to England en route for the Continent 
of Europe and India, and were able to 
stay for two days in England. This time 
was almost entirely occupied with con- 
ferences with different members of our 
Executive Council over’ many matters 
relating to the development of the 


World Evangelical Fellowship. It was a . 


brief visit, but proved most valuable. 
After their stay here Dr. Rees and 

Dr. Wright flew to Germany, where they 

were spending three or four days in 


‘conference with the brethren there 


before going on to Switzerland, Rome, 
Cyprus, Athens, and thence to India. 


The Overseas 


Reference has been — 


\ 


Students’ Hostel made several times in 

EVANGELICAL CHRIST- 
ENDOM to the plan for opening a hostel 
for overseas students in London. We 
are now glad to report that after 
numerous delays we expect to obtain 
possession of the two houses adjacent to 


our office in Bedfora Place on March 25th - 


next. - Allowing time for redecoration 
and several alterations, it is confidently 
expected that the hostel will be opened 
during September of this year so as tio 
receive students in time for the opening 


of the academic year in October. We 
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hore in the next issue of EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTENDOM to give full.details about 
the hostel, the appointrrent of a Warden, 
will be of interest to our readers. In the 
meantime we would ask for their 


prayers that all the necessary planning 
and arrangements may be in accordance 
with the will of God. There will be 
considerable need for financial support 
to meet the heavy expenses in connection 
with the equipment of the hostel, and 
any friends who may like to help us in 
this way will be rendering a very 
valuable service to the general cause of 
overseas missions. 


Message from 


MISSION HosPITAL, 
PAKISTAN. 
February 6th, 1952. 


I must begin this message with a word 
of Praise and Thanksgiving to God for 
all His mercies during the past year, 
specially for the signal way in which He 
blessed the September Mission in the 
Central Hall and the Missionary Exhibi- 
tion. God abundantly answered prayer. 
Thousands came to the Central H 


But we 
body arid to confer sight in the name of . 


the President 


clinic, which I started in 1909. 
clinic runs from January Ist to February 
20th each year. This year, in 28 work- 
ing days, our team has performed 1,900 
operations, including 980 cases of blind- 
ness due to cataract, and we have still 
10 days to go. Your President has 
performed over 150 operations—not 
out. Then we go from here to another, 
eye clinic in a Moslem Native State. _ 
not here only to heal the 


Jesus Christ (for these operations are all 
preceded by prayer in His Name) ; we 
are here to win the people of this land 
for Christ, and the Gospel is preached 
faithfully to some 500 non-Christians a 
day. January was a wonderful month 
of evangelism, and as a result not only 
have some 500 or more Gospels been _ 
sold, but ten Moslems have given in | 
their names as enquirers. 

You can all realize the joy of 
being once more back in this work, 
back where I have worked for over 
50 years. “* Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all His. benefits.” 

Brethren, pray for us. - 

HENRY HOLLAND. 


id W.E.A. Our readers will be inter- | 
alterations and redecora- 
4 tion of Headquarters have now been | 
4 successfully completed after a period of ~~ 
nearly a year. This work became 
earnest hope of the Council that they 
; will be well used to the glory of God. 
§ Rooms at the top of the house will | 
4 probably be required in connection with — 
the hostel, but sufficient space wil’ be = 
available for the expanding work of the | 
Evangelical Alliance. | 
many were won | r Praise 
God for that. My prayer is that the 
4 Evangelical Alliance may, during the | 
: year 1952, be a means of blessing to 
4 tens of thousands throughout the world. 4 
3 But this depends on the prayers of the 
is Our first and para- 
moun on prayer depen : 
work Alliance. ae 
.: And now a personal word regarding 
7 my seven months’ absence from Eng- 
: land. I am once more employed in 
: active service in Medical Missionary 
: work in Pakistan. My wife and I 
: arrived here in Shikarpur on January 
15th, and I got down to work straight- 
away, and on the first day I operated 
on 11 cases of cataract and saw over 
100 new out-patients. What a thrill and 
“ a joy it was to attempt to follow our; : 
6 
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THE EVANGELISTIC SECRETARY 


Tue Rev. RicHarp Rees Tells of Some Recent Activities 


UTUMN 1951 has been a real 


ghurch. He kept me at it, taking me to 
Woolworth’s, to the Fire Station, and 
to a number of shops and offices to 
address staffs during working time: » 

November found me at a Young 
People’s Convention in Dungannon, 


flourishing church life of this part of the 


world. - People in Ulster are the descen- 


in seven or eight schools as well as with © 


business _people. It was a busy time 


from the moment of my arrival until 
that ‘of my departure, but I enjoyed 


every minute of my stay. 


Another week-end was spent ‘at 
Hildenborough Hall at the beginning of 


December. ‘Seventy guests were there 
and from the very first meeting che 
Conference went with a swing. “In 
Camera ” was the theme, and we spent 
the week-end thinking about the 
Christian's devotional life and how God 


. can help him in his difficulties and 


temptations. 

Probably the most outstanding feature 
of the Autumn was the number of con- 
ferences I had with church members 
and others about evangelistic work. 
Not only have visits been paid to seven 
or eight churches in which I am to hold 
Missions in 1952, but other gatherings 
have 


gelism, and in so many instances 


interest is turning into activity. My 


diary tells m- that in the past eleven 
weeks I have addréssed exactly 100 
meetings, in addition to my work here 
in Southborough. After eleven months 


‘with the World’s Evangelical Alliance 


it is most obvious that the appointment 


of an Evangelistic Secretary is meeting 


a real need, and ofce again we can 
praise God for the wonderful way in 
which He leads His children. 

In the parish at Southborough there 
have been many encouragements. My 
colleague, the Rev. L. J. Vick, has now 


become Vicar of Felsted, and we have 


welcomed the Rev. C. H. Hampton in 


his place. The work is progressing and | 


church members seem content and 
satisfied with the arrangement whereby 
I am not. only their Vicar but the 
Evangelistic Secretary of the World’s 


activities, as follows. | 


A\ isaoication. The Mission at All 
2 Souls’, Eastbourne, in October, 
@ was exceedingly well planned and 
prayed for. The Rev. Eric Wells has 
been Vicar there since 1946, when the 
church was reopened after being closed 
= @6for five or six years as a result or the 
— blitz. He has given everything he had 
=m to the work, and the blessing received 
preparing for the Mission. The early- 
morning Prayer Meetings were great. 
The evening Mission Services were well | 
@ attended and included a fine proportion evangelism, how to prepare for a 
of people who do not normally attend parochial Mission, and kindred subjects. 
— 
| 
Conventions are a feature of the 
colonists who went over there three or | 
@ four hundred years ago. They are a fine A 
@ people, warm-hearted, business-like and 
hard-working. Their Conventions are :. 
invariably well attended and superbly 
planned, and I found myself not only [ee _- 
billed to speak to Christian people at 
the Convention meetings but pfovided 
with opportunities of evangelistic work 


March 
‘ Preach, Brighton College 
79 Handsworth 
15 Aldershot | 


18 Southborough Toc | 
21-31 Mission to Emmanuel, 
\ Northwood 
27 Address Ordinands’ Con- 
ference, Haywards 
Heath 


15-21 Hildenborough Teenagery 
Conference 

27 Sutton Crusaders’ Can 
paign 


SEASONS BLESSING 


A Short Impression of the Central London Meetings of the Universal Week of Prat. 
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT ! 


HE World’s Evangelical Alliance 

has led the way in many enterprises 
calling for Christian unity and co- 
operation, the most notable of which is 
the Universal Week of Prayer with 
which for over a hundred years the New 
Year has opened. During the Week 
Christian people in all parts of the 
world, speaking many tongues, yet all 
the children of God by faith in Christ, 
gather day by day at the Throne of Grace 
with their petitions and. thanksgivings. 
This year God brought to His people 
a new sense of the value of united inter- 
cession, and especially was this true of 
the midday meetings for prayer which 
took place each day in the Council 
Chamber, Baptist Chutch House, 
Southampton Row, London, which 
were very helpfully clergy and 
ministers. These meetings were thrown 
open that the friends present might voice 
their petitions on behalf of men every- 
where that to them might come the 
blessings that flow from the Cross. The 
Church and its needs in this difficult age 
formed the burden of carnest prayer. 
With the acknowledgment of its failures 
in the past there was coupled thanks- 
giving that the Church was continuing 
its triumphant march even in these 


_ troublous and perplexing days. 


Reunion meetings, following upon 


ways, and sought the face of God in — 
prayer and in confession of sin. Mr. 


_ Brown was speaking out of his personal 


experience, for it was during his own 
ministry in Chicago that he realized that 
through prayer there was no limit to 
what God could do in the lives of those — 
entirely surrendered to Him: 
| 


April 
the “ For Such a Time as This” Sep- | 
tember campaign, took place each ~ 
evening in the Lecture Hall of the Central 
some particular aspect of its life and 
work, formed the subject of the | 
addresses which were delivered, mainly 
by those who formed the team of 
; speakers during the Evangelistic Cam- 
paign, with the help of the Bishop of 
Sodor and Man, the Rev. L. F. E. 
Wilkinson, and the Rev. J. R. W. Stott. 
: Friday, however, was “ the great day 
of the feast,” for the main speaker 
| throughout the day was the Rev. Roland 
: Brown of Chicago. There was a special 
; gathering for clergy and ministers in the 
| morning, and that was followed by an 
: afternoon and evening meeting, at both =| 
| of which there were crowded attendances. 
| Mr. Brown spoke of the hate, greed, 
i pride, jealousy and selfishness that 
: existed, not only in the world, but in the 
Church. And blessing could only come 
; he said, as they turned from their evil 
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EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 


DECLARATION POLICY 


N 1949 it was found necessary for the Council of the World’s 

Evangelical Alliance (British Organization) to define its position with 

regard to the World Council of Churches, and a statement declaring 
its “* benevolent neutrality ” was issued. 


While this term has correctly expressed an attitude of Christian 


goodwill regarding the World Council of Churches, it has been interpreted | 


in some quarters as leaning towards the full approval of its outlook and 
- methods. The Council of the W.E.A. (British Organization) made it clear 
in 1949, however, that they would not hesitate to draw attention to any 
attitude on the part of the World Council of Churches which in their view 
was prejudicial to the Evangelical cause. é 

To avoid misunderstanding and misrepresentation, the Council of 
the World’s Evangelical Alliance now desire, without prejudice to the 
views of any other country, to make the following declaration. 

While fully appreciating the sincerity and enterprise made evident in 
the practical programme of the World Council of Churches, the World’s 
Evangelical Alliance deplores the insufficiency of the doctrinal basis by 
which the principle of membership of the World Council is characterized. 
This is particularly increased by the further liberty that is granted to all 
member-churches to interpret the common minimum confession in what- 
ever way they will. The World’s Evangelical Alliance believes that only 
upon an adequate basis of doctrine can any effective unity be achieved, 
and that undue breadth of doctrinal basis must result in lack of depth. 
Inherent therefore in the inclusive character of the World Council is the 
danger of compromising essential principles of the Reformation. 


carried to a degree that is sinful, the World’s Evangelical Alliance holds 
that this point tends to be so over-emphasized by the advocates of the 
World Council of Churches as to obscure the contributions that have 
come down to us from the richness of varying Christian traditions. 
Positively, it is the conviction of the World’s Evangelical Alliance that 
spiritual unity already exists among believers, and that it is enjoyed at 
a much deeper level than in any outward union secured by a reduction of 
doctrinal statement. In common with many other such evangelical groups 


throughout the world, it is to the strengthening of such an evangelical | 


unity that the World's be canes wt 
the present hour. 


and with a view to avoiding those errors and dangers which would retard | 


| the advancement of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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: While fully recognizing that denominational differences can be . 
| 


all 


JOURNEY 


\ short account of Lr.-Gen. Sm ARTHUR SmqTH’s recent visit to the United States, _ 


given by him at the Central Hall, Westminster, on January 8th, 1952 


HAVE quite recently been on a tour 

of the United States, in the course 

~ Of which I travelled a great many 
miles. It was good for me to have the 
opportunity of seeing the American way 
of life, and I have been asked to tell you 


I think the people of America have 
‘something to offer us, and I believe that 


there are certain things that we can give 
them. It is only right that I should 
record my belief as to what their 
impetus, and vision, and drive have 
meant to us during the past two years. 
It is largely as the result of American in- 


Christian Unity 


During my tour of six weeks I covered 
20,000 miles, apart from the journey 


experienced a. wonderful feeling of 


Christian fellowship with those with 


whom one was working. I had the 


opportunity on quite a number of — 


occasions, of addressing clergy and 


ministers representing the various de- . 


In this country we have a very small 
number of denominations compared 
with America, where they have 275 ; 
and you can realize what difficulties 
may arise unless there is an over-all love 
for Christ which will bring unity, and 
save them from an unreasonable narrow- 
ness of denominational outlook. One of 
my happiest meetings was held in a 
Mennonite church on the West Coast. 


Hollywood Christian Group 


As I travelled about, it was interest- 
ing to come across different types of 


- people. I visited Los Angeles and 


addressed the Hollywood Christian 
Group. A lady living in Hollywood 
had for years held a prayer meeting 
there, praying tor the movie stars, and 
a little Christian group had been formed. 
It was delightful to talk to them, 


‘and there was a lovely response. I think 


across the Atlantic, going north and, 


south, east and west, and visiting many 


centres. I spoke to gatherings in some _ 


forty cities, sometimes two and three 
times a day, and one was conscious of 
the fact of Christian unity, and of the 


bond that binds those who are trusting. 


in Christ as their Saviour. And one 


they appreciate being treated like ' 


ordinary human beings with souls. 
And what a privilege it was to speak 


to the lads and asses in a large. 


University with its 3,500 students, and 
to see them gathered in the vast 
auditorium for morning pravers. Se 


_ Much time is spent in America’ in 


spreading the Gospel by. means of. 


\ 


: a little bit about my experience. Quite nominations and sects. 
3 apart from any Christian implication, I 
‘ would say that it is utterly necessary that 
the people of the British Commonwealth 
of Nations, and the people of America 
: should pull together. We are already | 
co-operating financially, and econom- | 
ically, and politically ; surely it is 
: important that we should do so 
7 spiritually, and on a Christian level. 
: There one heard the old familiar hymns 
4 and choruses being. sung, and one was 
_ conscious at once of the warmth of the 
3 Evangelical atmosphere. 
3 already we have seen the fruit of : 
i that in work in the foreign field. It is 
important that we should co- 
| 2 operate. 
19 


the radio and television. We have a 
different system here. But I was 
tremendously impressed by the possi- 


bilities. Even as you are driven about 


 in-a taxi you hear the Gospel 
_ Of Jesus Christ being preached. I 


_But one was conscious also of 
terrible materialism there; the worship 
of the dollar. That is the black side of 
- the picture. But I prefer to dwell on 
the fact that they have a great deal to 
us. They have, indeed, a live 
well-organized church : 


. In addition to the above extracts from 
Sir Arthur Smith's address, our readers 
will, we feel sure, be interested, to read 
the following .account of his. American 
journey, printed in United Evangélical 
Action” (the official organ of the National 
Association of Evangelicals inthe U.S.A.) . 
dated January 15th, and here hog. 
by kind permission of its Editor, 


James De Forest 


newly formed World 
gelical Fellowship, of which the. 
National Association of Evangeli- 


a Virile * cals has voted to become a member, has 


The Chairman Addressing a Ministers’ Lancheon 
Gospel of Christ. God grant tha 
Britain and America may achieve co- : 
operation in the Christian field. 
in 
of the airports, and on television 3 
a missionary who had come back from 5 
some foreign land was being interviewed. 2 
It was part of the day’s news. There we | 
have a picture of a militant Church 
using the opportunity that the radio and 


‘ —~ 


ober ‘made a_deep i 


During the period between Oct 


Lt.-. ten. 


-3ist and December 9th, 1951, 


wi ws 


(left) and 


Sir Arthur Smith (centre) with Dr. J. Elwin Wright 


Dr. J. Oswald Smith. 


> 
TT 
Sir Arthur Smith of London, President . ficant rallies. 
J 
ot W.E.F., together with Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith of Toronto, membe 
and Dr. J. Elwin Wri 
In each c 
toriums, the 
tion 
everywhere \ ipreme | 
is the Evangelizat re 
missionary mess 
| ith and the fi 
q of Sir Arthur gelical leade 
3 
a 


spoken in the morning service at 
Cazenovia Park Baptist Church in 
Buffalo, ot which Dr. J. Palmer Muntz 


is the Pastor. 


At the service in People’s Church they 
wert grected by a great throng. which 
filled every available inch of the audi- 
torlum. Hundreds stood and many 
could not gain aimittance to the 
buildi 

The General left the same night for 
Montreal to embarx on a ‘plane for 
London the following day. 


IN MEMORIAM 


KING GEORGE 


A° this issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
goes to press we learn with deepest regret of 
the sudden passing of His Gracious Majesty King 
George VI. In company with our whole Nation 
and Empire we mourn the loss of a Sovereign who 
by his life of ‘dedicated service, his untiring devotion 
to duty, and the sincerity of his Christian faith, — 
endeared himself to all his people. ines 


_A letter expressing the profound sympathy of the 
Council of the Alliance has been sent to the Queen | 
Mother.and also to Queen Elizabeth Il. 


Later there was an impressive parade | 
through down town St. Petersburg, led 
by the Air Force band and many 
The campaign came to a fitting climax . 
in a final great rally at the People’s 
Church in Toronto on the evening of 
December 9th. Mr. Robert H. Saunders, 
Chairman of the Commission on Hydro 
Electric Power of Ontario, and formerly 
Mayor of Toronto, met the General and 
Dr. Wright earlier in the day in Buffalo 
and drove them to Toronto. They had 
| 
| 
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By THE Rev. ROLAND Brown (Chicago) 


' 


The article printed below consists of extracts from the inspiring and challenging 

. addresses given by Mr. Brown at the Central Hall, Westminster, in the morning and 
afternoon of Friday, January 11th, 1952. The meetings were arranged by the World's 
Evangelical Alliance in connection with the Universal Week of Prayer. 


N 2 Corinthians 5:17, St. Paul says 
that anyone who is in Christ is “a new 
creation just a new creature, 
as the King James version indicates. 
A new creation: one who is more than 
human. The animals are one creation: 
human beings are another creation: and 
all of you know enough about theology 
to know that the angels are still another 
creation. But I tell you this—and you 
know it already—that the one who is 
redeemed by the blood of Christ has 
become still another creation. 7 
We have been satisfied with the 
theology of these things: and theology 
is good and wonderful, but theology is 
not enough. I have not come over here 
to get you to accept any theology as 
your saviour, because I do not know of 
any theology, or philosophy, that is 
great enough to save a person from sin, 
or from sickness, or from keeping a 
home getting on the rocks. 
cannot do it. I said that to a dying Jew, 
and he saw the point, and he reached 


out his hand to grasp the hand of Jesus, 
and that man became a new creation. 


He lived for two weeks longer, but, oh, 


what a life he lived ! He was filled with 
a peace, and love, and joy that he had 
_ never known before. 

People ask me, How can I have more 
faith ? A man asked me that not long 
ago. He was desperate. I knew that no 
theological definition would satisfy his 
need. I thought for a moment, praying 
that the Lord might speak to him 

through me in some way; and then I 
‘said: “Just obey Jesus. That is all there 
is to it.” And I coupled it with this. 


Faith is obedience; obedience is faith in 
action. If you want more faith all you 
need to do—other things being equal— 
is to strive to be more obedient to our 
Lord and Master. 

I served for fifteen and more years in 
Parkside Baptist Church in Chicago, 
from which I later: resigned for this 
wider ministry throughout America, and 
in other parts of the world. When I first 
went to my church I discovered that I 


had inherited a church that was filled 


with trouble and difficulty. But ! 
preached love so strongly that after a 
year the members of my congregation. 
were ashamed to be heard criticizing 
one another—out loud: it was going on 
inside just the same. Finally [I went to . 
God with a broken heart, pleading with — 
Him to make me adequate for this task. 
The very fact that these people were 
living such a worldly life of criticism, 


heal those divisions in that church. I 


reading the Ist chapter of the Ist Epistle 
of John there was one verse which I 
could not get out of my mind. It was 
the 9th verse: “ If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from ail 


unrighteousness.”. That was a turning- 
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church. 


point in my ministry, and from that day — 
on miracles began to happen in my 


| 

$ and judgment, and pride, and jealousy 

‘ was an indication to me that they 
needed Jesus. 

I knew that God was great enough to 

: asked-God that He would reveal what 

4 was lacking in my life. While I was 

q 


~. 


‘There are certain fruits’ of the Holy 
Spirit—love, patience, joy, gentleness, 
meekness—and if we are not manifesting 
the fruits of the Spirit it is not the fault 


of the Vine: it is an indication that we. 


are not abiding in Christ. These are the 
characteristics of the life of the Master, 
and we can have them if we want them. 
Every one of us is just as good as he 
wants to be, and if any one of us wants 
to be any better, we can be better. Jesus 
said: “ Blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness for they shall 
be filled.” That statement of Jesus is a 
thousand times truer than any axiom 
of mathematics. It is a simple thing to 
desire something: and when we hunger 
for anything that is of a godly nature, 
it comes to us in proportion to our 
hunger. That is truer than anything you 
have ever read in any scientific text-book. 
So many of us have spent a lifetime with 
our books, and all this intellectual 
activity which we have engaged in has 
often crowded out the vital thing. We 


_ can be good if we want to be good. 


for the recovery of a sick person, or 


_ saving of a home from divorce, or the. 


except that such prayer was begun in 


j ‘ 
¢ 
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love, and carried through in love. Love 


is the essence of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Jesus was love incarnate. No matter 
how much theology you may know, no 
matter how much ritual you may engage 
in, if love is absent, then it amounts to 
very little. | 

In 1 Corinthians t2 Paul speaks about 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit—the gift of 
wisdom, the gift of knowledge, the gift 
of faith, the gift of healing—and he tells 
us what to do if we want any of those 
gifts; and he ends by saying: “Covet 
(that is, desire) earnestly the best gifts.”’ 
When a Christian desires something 
earnestly, he prays for it. “And yet,” 
says Paul, “I show you a more wonderful 
way’”’—and that is the substance of the 
13th chapter. Even though I possess all 
these gifts, he shys, and have not love, 
Iam nothing. That is the one thing that 
the Church has failed in. Where there 
is no love there is no Body of Christ. 
Where there is no love there is no 


presence of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said: 


** By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples if ye love one another.” I 
think I would be willing to travel to any 
city in this world if I were to hear of a 
church anywhere that was based com- 


pletely upon love—all other things 


being equal, of course. If you want to — 


draw men to Christ let love become 
incarnate in you. 

We know this, that there is not going 
to ‘be much of a change in world 
conditions until Christian people begin 
to turn to God in repentance: and the 
members of our churches are not going 
to repent until the clergy and ministers 


begin to repent. I am speaking out of | 


my own experience. I know that no 


change came into my heart and life, I | 


mean a change by means of which God 
could use me in a dynamic way, until I 
began to live a life of repentance: and 
love comes through repentance. I said 
to a minister one day, “ I wish I could 
spend an hour a day in prayer.” “I wish 


I could, too,” he said. I am glad I 


As I have said, miracles began to 
happen in my church in the last dozen HE 
_years that I was there: every major Te 
problem was solved through love and 
prayer: and that could happen any- : 
where. I could give you examples of 
church after church that has- been 
revolutionized along those same lines. 
Churches changed from being cold 
churches to being warm-hearted churches, 
changed from being churches where 
there had been criticism, and conten- Re 
tions, and jealousies, to’ churches that 
have become the living Body of Christ. [a 
I do not believe that I have ever , 
experienced answered prayer, whether | 
the 
_ t, or a 
house to live in, or any personal problem, 
| 
{ 


Testament: if you want a quick grasp 
of them, read the Gospels: read the 
Sermon on the Mount. It is very easy 
to know what is right, and what is 
wrong. We are living in a world of law 
and order. The physical world is 
governed by perfect laws, and these laws 
we have found to be dependable; yet 
we find that every scientific book has to 


But here we have a Book that is never” 


out of date, and which never has to be | 


rewritten. And yet this is the Book 
above all other books iri the world that 


.seems to be so sadly neglected. When | 


a scientist speaks the world will listen. 


' When a minister of the Gospel speaks 


the world is very respectful; ‘and listens, 
and straightway forgets all that he has 
said. We say we know that what Jesus 
says is true. But there are people who 
seem to think that this Book is wonderful, 
and yet they say, “ We do not believe 
it.” I do not believe there is one 
Christian in a thousand who really 
_ believes what Jesus says to the point of 
acting upon it, We may all believe some 


‘* Back to Jesus ”’ 


to the Bible.”” But I would suggest that 
we do something in addition to that— 
that we go back to Jesus: it is going to 
make it much simpler, and easier, and 
quicker. For Jesus is the Way, and we 


4 
¢: registered it because just the voicing of of the things that He says, those things f 
By that desite to someone else enabled me which happen to square with our 
<* to do it. I began to spend an hour a _ philosophy, or.our theology, or some- - : 
* day in prayer, and soon even an houra thing else. But how many take this ‘ 
. 2 day became too short a time: youcan- Book and believe every word that Jesus 
i, not accomplish all you need to accom- says, and without question seek to apply 
Bé: plish in one hour. We cannot find time His teaching to their lives ? That is the 
¥ in the daytime, asa rule: we have to challenge that is in front of you now: : 
* take it out of our sleep; and I have for therein lies the only hope of the — . 
i found that that does not hurt one’s world—in Jesus Christ. Wewhocaim : 
e constitution. It would be good self- to be His followers, who claim to be 
B discipline for us to take an hour right redeemed by His blood, ought to hang 
2 out of the night, and to spend it alone our heads in shame in such an hour as 
eS with God in prayer. I am speaking now this. We ought to do a lot of repenting: 
4 of prayer in a creative sense: not to for the condition that the world is in | 
iB satisfy our whims and desires, and to to-day is, to a certain extent, our fault. 
+ meet our needs, but as an instrument We who claim to love Him so often : & 
a : that God can use in the accomplishment question what He says, and even some- 
, of His work. times deny that what He says applies 
3 I want to speak about the factors that to us. : 
underlie effective prayer. If you want 
; 2 to know what they are, read the New 
B The time has come when we need to | 
+ return to the Book. I know that in 
¥ recent years in this country there have 
% been campaigns with the slogan “ Back 
i be rewritten every few years. are followers of Jesus, and Jesus is Our : 
| there is a place for the great doctrines 
. do not need to discard one of them, but: 4 
embrace them even more seriously 
3 Pe § than ever. But the times now demand 
OC SCoour return to Jesus; and we need to 
become praying people, fortherein lies 
the hope of the world. If your life is 
without the experience of a succession 
eS of answered prayers, it is because you 
are not aiming aright. Begin to examine 
your life, and see if there is anything 
: wrong there, anything that is not con- 
} sistent with Christ’s teaching. Remember ~ 
7 that there is not a single need in your 
| | life but what Jesus can meet. He died 
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is called “ the Apostle to the Illiterates.” 
He has made a great contribution in 


God: and he. prayed 


Him ? How many of the sixteen waking 
hours are you abiding in Christ ? 


are you doing to keep — 


- know what He says utiles we read what 
He says ? But we have got not only to 


know what He says, but to believe what 
He says, and to obey what He says. 
These two conditions that Jesus lays 
down are not beyond the realm of 
possibility. But you cannot expect to 
fulfil those conditions without giving 
time and thought to them. 


Law of Secrecy 

And that leads us to the law of 
secrecy, in which Jesus said: “ When 
ye pray, enter into your room, and shut 
the door, and pray to your Father which 
is in secret, and your Father which 
heareth in secret will reward you 
openly.” Yes, you have got to spend 
time in prayer. If you just sat down at 
the piano and let your fingers stray over 
the keys for a few minutes now and then 
when you felt like it, how far would you 
get as a pianist? The reason why we 
have not got very far in our spiritual 
development is because we do not take 
time to do that which is essential. And, 
oh, it is sc simple and so easy !. We 
have got to become as little children. 
The Kingdom of Heaven does not come 
on the intellectual plane. It is a spiritual 
process, not an intellectual process. In 
the Kingdom things go beyond reason, 


_and it is at that point that faith comes in. 


There are many laws underlying 
effective prayer. There is no law that is 
more important than the law of love. 
And there is also the law of agreement. 


“If two of you shall agree on earth as 


There is one other condition that © 


Jesus lays down here. “ If ye abide in 
Me, and My words abide in you...” 
Do they ? How many of the sayings of 
Jesus do you know? If you are a 


_ follower of Jesus, surely you ought to, 


know what He says; and how can we 
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it shall be done for them of My Father 
which is in heaven. 
three are gathered together in My Name, 
there am I in the midst.” f have dis- 
covered that there are many things that 
can be accomplished when two or three, 
or more people pray together, and that 


prays by himself. 
The key-word in the law of agreement 
(Concluded on page 21). 


For where two or - 


os 


@ upon the Cross that every soul might 
know and love Him, and that every 
soul might be redeemed: that in Him 
every human need might be met, every 
I 
ou 
ye 
one unto you. a t | 
clear cut, and unmodified. We recognize ' 
the promise, and we try to claim it, but | 
we disregard the conditions. Jesus here ; 
lays down two conditions for effective | 
-—. prayer: “If ye abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what . 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” | 
Frank “Laubach is a very dear friend ) 
| 
caching us NOW Lo presence 
of God. He says that when he goes i 
down the street he will close his hand 
gently, and imagine that he is holding 
the hand of Jesus. A friend of mine, 
who was second-in-command with | 
Admiral Bird on his trip to the South 
Pole, told me that he carried a little 
stone in his pocket to remind him of 
every time he 
fresh in your min u 
Christ’s presence? How much of the | 
; time are you abiding in Jesus? How 
many days go by without your ever : 
giving God a thought? How can you touching anything that they shall ask, : 
expect this promise to be fulfilled in | 
; 


HOLINESS THE CHURCH 


By Tue Rev. L. F. E. WixkINSON, M.A. 


T is clear, in the Bible, that one of 
the essential outworkings of God's 


true. Division and lack of unity are 
irect results of the work of the Devil 
and sin. “ Divid€é and conquer ’’ was 
the policy of the Devil long before it 


upon thisearth. And it is clear from the 


study of Church history that again and 
ain the Devil has hindered theadvance- 


“ment of the Gospel by tempting good 


Christians to become lop-sided in their 
thinking and divided from their brethren 
verse of the Bible'or aspect of truth, to 
the detriment of the full balance of 
Scripture. | 
The Unity of the Church 
Unity in the Church is also quite 


Clearly one of the vital essentials accord- 


ing Christ for the evangelization 
mankind. Twice over in His high- 
He declares this point. . “* Neither for 
these only do I pray, but for them also 
that believe on Me through their word : 


world may know that Thou didst send 


truth which would seem to ifdicate 
action in other directions. The Bible 
does not merely stress the unity but also 
the holiness and purity of the Church. 
How can a Church that is unhely:be of 
service to God in the world ? 


The Church in its creeds from the 


_ earliest days has declared its faith in the 
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«s Holy ” Church, but it has always 


linked this with the word “Catholic” or 


Universal. The interpretation of the 
word “holy,” however, has differed 
through the years, and has been the 
cause of many of the greatest rifts in the 


: that they may all be one; even as Thou, | 
_—e Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that — 
: purpose [or unt they also may be in Us: that the world 
fellowship. Christ shed His blood on may believe that Thou didst send Me” 
a Calvary in order that men and women (vv. 20, 21). Then again, in v. 231. 
a might be redeemed and born into the “I in them, and Thou in Me, that they 
heavenly family. To change the picture, may be perfected into one; that the 
St. Paul in I Cor. 12, speaks of every [a 
; child of God being a member of the Me, and lovedst them, even as Thou 
4 Body of Christ. And the whole plea is lovedst Me.”’ And again, the historyof 
’ that there should be harmony and glad the Church and missionary enterprise 
4 co-operation between the differing has shown this to be true. When the — 
| members, the whole life of the “ Body"’ testimony of an individual church or - 
permeated by true divine love which is mission station has been rent by divisions 
q described in detail in I Cor. 13. of any kind, there has always been a 
| If this is one ot the basic truths which dying out of spiritual power and 
4 stand out definitely in both the Old and __ effective witness. “‘ Where the Spirit is 
New Testaments, the opposite is equally Lord, there is liberty,”’ says St. Paul; 
and where the Spirit is Lord, there will 
always be in evidence the fruit of the 
Spirit, which is Love. - 

—_ Because it is one of the essentials 
became the guiding principle of men Biblical interpretation-“that Scripture 
not contradict itself, it is vital that 

we should bear in mind this truth con- * 
' cerning the unity of the Body when we 
come to consider iother facets - 
\ true Church of God. 
- ij 


could only be “holy” when every 
member of the Church was holy. This 
in practice has meant that each member 
has had to be in agreement with a closely 
defined rule of Do’s”’ and “ Don'ts,” 
and also in many Cases in a close agree- 
ment on various aspects of doctrine 


leader of a church who is secking to 
enforce holiness in this way, he will 
endeavour to put out of communion 
those who do what he does not do, and 
vice versa ! If it is a group of members 
in the church whose code of conduct 
and doctrine is more strict than those of 
the leaders and many members of the 
Church, they will sooner or later leave, 
feeling that they 


separation has never helped forward the 
holiness of the Church. There can be 4 
‘great deal of spiritual pride demon- 
strated as one sits with the few Christians 
with whom for the time being one sees 
eye to eye, and sings disdainfully to the 


“You in your small corner, and 
in mine.” 


I once leaned strongly towards this 
attitude, that a separation was essential 
to the preservation of the holiness of 
the Church for true Christian witness ; 
but three factors have shown-me that it 
is entirely un-Christian and false. 

_ (i) The Apostolic Band. Through the 
Gospels we see the Saviour at work 


; 


guidance, should go out and build the 
Church. But as we look at the band we 
do not find that they were all very holy 
men, or indeed that they were all crystal 
clear either on doctrine or practice. If 
the words “Come out and be separate” 
had really had that essential on 
the building up of the Church of Christ, 
surely Judas would have been put out 
of the band at an early date. And it 
would have been highly probable that 
Simon Peter would have followed soon 
_after, only to mention two. But on the 
contrary it is interesting to see the way 
in which the Saviour is continually 
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seeking to help these two disciples and 
to lead them higher in the things of God. 


Christ’s Teaching 

(ii) The Saviour’s Teaching. These 
actions of Jesus Christ with His Apos 
exactly conform to His teaching. 
Mention has already been made of His 
prayer for essential oneness amongst 
them. And in action we see Him in love 
seeking to draw them closer and not 
attempting to separate the holy from 


those who were not as far along the ~ 


road. But further, when He was asked 
what were the essential commandments, 
He summed them up in two: “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and soul and mind and 
strength ; and thy neighbour as thyself.” 
Clearly these two hold together and are 


essential to one another. In other words, | 


to say that we love God so whole- 
Jheartedly that we must separate from 
some Christian brethren because they 
do not act in accordance with our 
patterns, or dot all our “ i’s *” and cross 
all our “ t’s,”’ is to show that we do not 
in practice really love God whole- 
heartedly. If we did we should know 


> 


—— 


ry 
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| There have continually been those training and building a community of 
who have maintained that the Church men who, with the lessons He had 
| usually requiring uniformity in the terms _ 
used and the outlook expressed. There 
is no doubt that this method of inter- 
preting holiness in the Church has 
always resulted in its maintenance by 
separation and segregation. If it is the 
| He gives in tender love the sop to Judas 
at the last supper. 
m @6©so by the words, “Come out and be 
separate,”” and they will commence a 
small meeting on their own. History | 
has shown how repeatedly such separa- 
tionist bodies have Split again amongst 
themselves. And certainly history 
| demonstrates this fact, that such | 


‘His constraint to love our neighbours, 
and especially our Christian neighbours, 
who have been redeemed by the same 
precious blood and saved by the same 
divine grace. . 

(iii) Church History. Without looking 
far into Church history the story of the 
Montanists, the Novatians, and the 
Donatists demonstrates the futility of 
the separationist movements. Each in 
turn grew to the place where they were 
constrained to say in action, if not in so 
many words, “ We alone are right ; in 
fact, we alone are the real Church, and 
all of you are wrong.” The centuries 
have shown that they have all vanished ; 
though their place has been taken by 
many others making similar claims only 
to fade away in their turn, while the 
Church has gone forward effectively 
despite them! ~ 


The Church’s Goal 

What then is the holiness of the 
Church? Surely true holiness is the 
goal of the Church. “‘ My goal is Christ 
Himself.” This means that there will be 
in the Church at any time many who 
will be at different distances along the 
road to the living goal. The fact that 
“some may be far along the road does 
not mean that they are to criticize the 
weaker vessels and possibly separate 
themselves from fellowship with them. 
It does not mean that they are to walk 
forward in such a sense of their superi- 
ority in the things of God that the 
“weaker -vessels” will neither be 
attracted to be like them, nor feel that 
they can go to them for help. Pastordlly 
it is one of the hardest things td do, but 


quite clearly it is the way that the 


Saviour sought to do His work here on 
earth. The “ weaker vessel” is the 
responsibility of one who is further 
along the road. By love, prayer and 
fellowship the more mature Christian 


must get alongside those w):0 are weaker 
and lift their eyes to see th: goal. It will _ 


never be “ Look at me,” ut “ Look at 


Him, and let us go on together towards _, 
Him.” 

Criticism will rarely make a ‘person 
change his manner of life or thought. 
A positive realization that he can do 

constructive to help the 
Church on and forward will frequently 
bring new fellowship and power, 
especially when both the more mature. 
Christian and the weaker brother are 
tackling something for Christ together. 
In other words, the whole Body of 
Christ will only be helped forward into 
holiness as the more experienced 
Christians, not by separation but by 
fellowship, unite in lifting. the Church 


and Truth” 


But, says someone, while what has 
been said may be true, there are times 
when there must come separation. When 
the Gospel light is being dimmed by 
false or erroneous doctrine there must 
be a “coming out” and a separation in 
the cause of truth. And that is un- 
doubtedly true. But let it be said at 
once that in any action of that kind we 


_ need first of all to test ourselves by the 


standard and of the Saviour. 


- §t. John tells us in the first chapter of 


his Gospel, verse 14, that the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us, “full of 
Grace and Truth.” If we say that the 
Saviour dwells in us by His Holy Spirit, 
it is vital that tliere shall be seen in us, — 
in our attitudes and actions, this same 
balance. And each situation will need 
continual prayer and very careful 
guidance from God so that the balance 
is indeed maintained. 

It is possible to be so zealous for the 
truth that grace is altogether lacking, 
with the result that we drive others 
further from the truth which we love, 
by our disgraceful attitudes. Grace will 
go a very long way in reaching the 


enemy and the opposer- Grace brought 


the Saviour down to this earth while ve 
were yet enemies of God. Grace made 


| 
| 
| 
| | | 
4 near to their one Lord. 
2 
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Cross. Grace will always be positive, 
not negative. It will not hold opposition 
meetings but glory in the truth and seek 
as far as it may to go on in fellowship 
with those who love the same Lord, 
preach the same Gospel, and seek to 
uplift the same crucified Saviour. 


There is a talk of unity in the air and » 


a growing movement for the coming 
together ot the Church. In our care for 
the truth of God may we be saved from 
a lack of grace, and from a spiritual 
pride—of which it is so easy to be 
entirely unconscious—that would separ- 
ate us from those who are not quite as 
“out-and-out” or spiritually mature as 
we are. 


Unity and Revival 


In the 37th chapter of the book of the 
prophet Ezekiel we are told that before 
God could do anything effective with 
the dry bones of His own people, there 
had to be a coming together of “ bone 
to His bone.”” As we pray for revival 


\ 


to-day it would seem as if God was 


seeking already to be doing this work 
through the World's Evangelical Alliance, 
the World Evangelical Fellowship, the 
National Association or Evangélicals, 
and other bodies. How tragic if the 
body is hindered because—to use the 
metaphor—some bones decide that they 
will not link up with the rest of the body 
because they are not certain of some of 


the bones and prefer to remain an entity 


on their own—even perhaps finally 
deceiving themselves that they are the 
whole body. ! 

This is the Lord’s work to which we 


are called, and He has given us our plan — 


of campaign : “That they may be one 
... that the world may believe."’ Then 
in grace and truth we must seek by 
prayer, love and fellowship to fulfil this 
divine pattern, and show in our 
individual and corporate life what a 
grand and satisfying thing it is to be 
living in accordance with our Lord’s 
fundamental laws—loving God with all 
our being and our neighbour as ourselves. 


EFFECTUAL PRAYER (concluded from page 17) 


is the word “ agree.’’ Those of you who 
are theologians may remember that the 
word “ agree *” comes from the Greek 
word from which we get our word 
“symphony.” It is where two or three 
are in symphonic relationship with each 
other. If you want someone to pray 
with you about a certain problem, go to 
someone with whom you are in agree- 
ment, to whom you can unburden your 
heart. The closer we live to Jesus the 
more likely are our prayers to be 
answered. “It may be if your prayer life 
_ iS not very effective it is because you 


need more love, and more faith, and | 


more humility. Come off from your 
pedestal down to where you belong. 
Be hunible. Remember you are only a 
sinner saved by grace. There will be 
very little power in our praying unless 
we have that humility which is seen in 
Jesus. | 
Let me close by saying again that 
God is good: that He wants to meet 
your needs, in your home, in your 
church, in the world: and He can do it. 
And when there are enough people who 
the way, the possibilities are greatly 
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EVANGELICAL WORLD 


A Quarterly Survey 


By THE REV. ALEXANDER (Survey Editor, World Dominion Press) 


S promised in my last review I 
will begin in the West and work 


_ mission work among Indians and 


Eskimos, but noting the still vital 
revival movernent in Alaska, we will 
look at that country with a-great future 
—Latin America. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Evangelical progress in Latin America 
cannot be estimated by such statistics 
as are available. Dr. Howard tells us 
that evangelical membership has 
increased by fifty per cent in the last 
five years and grows faster in Brazil 
than anywhere else in the world. In 
the latter country the Southern Baptists 
alone exceed 100,000 in membership. 
In some countries there is more 
evangelical preaching than Roman 
Catholic and it is vigorously conducted 
by individuals and teams. Lay 
evangelism in all Church activities has 
greatly increased. Of course, many 
problems such as the reaching of youth 


a stimulus to the Roman Church and 
there are some signs of revival in 
certain areas. Bibles now sell well 
among Roman Catholics. Evangelical 
methods are copied. More interest is 
shown in social reform and school 
work. Infiltration of United States 


clergy, although not welcome, also acts 
as a stimulus. 


Nevertheless, efforts after political 
control go on, although losing out, in 
Colombia, Argentina and Peru 
especially. In Mexico there is a come- 


back of Roman Catholic political power 


after the first revolution against clerical- 
ism. This can be paralleled in Chile 
in the growth of -over the 
educational system. In Cuba and 
Puerto Rico, where there is a netable 
evangelical revival, the Roman Catholic 
Church is staging a political drive. — 

There is, however, superstition and 
a mass of meaningless ceremonies. 
Moral values are absent in great areas 
of society and throughout the territories. 
great extremes of wealth and 
poverty might be a reason for the 


are almost as difficult as they are here 
at home. Youth work needs greater 
development, although such movements 
as €xist are very vigorous and hopeful 


Background of Evangelical Work 


The spiritual bankruptcy of the 
Roman Church and the terrible moral 
poverty of society generally are the 
chief factors here. Yet the people are 
hungry for spiritual help, as is evidenced 
by the remarkable response to the 
Pentecostal approach. The Roman 
Catholic Church is -involved in the 


general moral degeneration. Contact 


\with the evangelical movement acts as 


not a danger. Syncretism 
secularism are far greater perils. 


Faith Missions 


Great: success attends the work of 
these missions, notably the Pentecostals 
in Chile and the Bretliren in Argentina. 
The Pentecostals have an appeal to the 
mentality of the Latin American which 
many of the larger denominations seem 
to lack. Most of the workers in the 
Amazon basin belong to “ faith” 
missions. This is true also of the 
Caribbean area. This is not to deny 
that these missions labour under many 
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disabilities, especially the heavy turn- 
over of missionaries largely owing to 
low pay. The results are, however, 
_ notable in changed lives and in sacrificial 
service. Divisions in their ranks are 
also frequent and distressing. Such 
weaknesses are recognized by many 
leaders and strenuous efforts are being 
made to overcome them. 


Evangelical Unity 
Many faith missions hesitate to join 
up with the co-operative councils, 
which mainly consist of the denomiina- 
, “onal Churches. The Southern Baptists 
* especially stand out, to the great loss 


_more bookshops are required. English — 


of the whole co-operative movement. 


There is a lot to be done to unite the 
ranks of evangelicals to meet the 
prevailing religious’situation. — 

The International Council 
Christian Churches of the U.S.A. has 
staged a Latin America Conference at 
Sao Paulo. Sixteen countries were 
represented with 410 delegates and 60 
ministers. It is under Latin American 
leadership. 

The third Continental Conference 
was planned in Buenos Aires for 
December. Reports are not yet in. 
The first two conferences were held at 
Lima and Havana. The subject was 
“ Christian Unity and Evangelization,” 


~ which shows a discernment of the close 


connection which exists between them. 
_ Literacy in Latin America 


Illiteracy is one of the greatest 
problems in Latin America. Illiteracy 
among evangelicals is low : 3 to 5 per 
cent, while in the country at large it 
reaches 60 per cent in places. Hence 
evangelicals are in the vanguard of the 
literacy campaign, ably helped by Dr. 
Laubach. All ages are reached and 
no convert is allowed to remain illiterate 


wi they are not permitted. 
“has recently granted permission. 


of 


for long. Conversion stabs the convert 


awake, and above all he wants to read 
Pernambuco, reaching 25,000 


the Bible for himself. | 
The opportunities for further exten- 


literature is well developed, although 


congregations are strong and the Bible 
Society has always occupied a large 
place in the evangelization of Latin 
America. 


Broadcasting 

This grows in importance throughout 
the sub-continent. There are now six 
broadcasting centres. It is twenty 
years since the most famous of them 
“The Voice of the Andes” began, 
and it now transmits programmes in 
eighteen languages. There are 
evangelical programmes in all Latin 


Ame n countries except Argentina, 
Peru 


Brazil 


The growth of the evangelical com- 


munity is one of the most remarkable 


in the world. Figures are difficult to © 


obtain, but Dr. Rycroft computes the 
membership to be 991,782 and the 
total cOmmunity 3,132,887. The latter 
figure compares strikingly with that of 
1938, which was 1,340,099. The German 
Lutherans number half a million. These 
remain aloof from the other Churches, 
being more conscious. of national 


‘traditions. The Presbyterians and 


Methodists and the new denominations 
are very strong in Brazil. One striking 
fact is the way in which colour prejudice 
has been -overcome. This may be 
largely due to the fact that the various 
racial communities have grown up 
from one cultural level. I have heard 
of villages where intermarriage between 
negroes, Indians, Portuguese, Japanese 
and others has produced a_ virile 
community. 

Thirty-seven Baptist Churches of 
Recife, representing 5,000 members, 
recently conducted a campaign in 


of 500 professed conversion. 
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The \Brazil Bible Society: sold over. 


14 million Scriptures in 1950 and 
could have sold more if they had been 
available. The Postmaster-General is 
an evangelical and has issued a special 
postage stamp (December 9th) to com- 
memorate Bible Sunday in Brazil. The 


Amazon Basin 


Interest in the tribes continues. Five 
more languages have been reduced to 
writing. There are 20 main la 
and 200 dialects. The jungle Be 
the Ye and the people live along the 


river. The primitive Indians, however, - 


owing to bad treatment, have retreated 
to the inaccessible fastnesses of the 
forest and are now difficult to reach. 


is Portuguese. 


Chile 
In a population of six milli 
is an evangelical community of ct 


It is interesting to note that the ce 


returns the Roman Catholics as 25 per 


cent, the evangelicals as 5 per cent, and 


“Church, nevertheless, claims 
98 per cent. 


Uruguay 
“ Colonia Valdense ” has been 


nized as a town. 


Central America 
One of the most active missi ee 


now has 134 missionaries. In all 
branches of its activities it 
steady progress. Its training activiti 
especially show great advance. It has 
its own Radio Station which adds to its 
outreach. The first Inter-Republic 
missionary conference was held in 
1948, and has ‘given a new sense of 


Bolivia 
feat ot vevangstical work. The 


Quichua ro are showing a remark- 
Church is beginning to appreciate the 
progress being made by evangelicals, 

of spiritual and educational 


matters. 
Mexico 


Christian literature and the Bible has 
a far-reaching effect in Mexico, Stories 
could be multiplied of how the Church 
increases from interest so created. This 
recent conference on Evangelism in 

hich all the denominations united— — 
eight in number, The Independent 
Evangelical Movement has also: had a 
in Mexico City. All the 
ttend Churches were invited to 
present, thus showing the solidarity of 


the evangelical movement. It sent out 


The evangelical denominations fave 

entered into a territorial comity a 


of 

? 


| 
demand for Bibles grows. oh 
q 
gr 0 is one 
3 of the striking factors in Chile. For a 
| ig time there was much division among 7 
| 4 them,* but this is decreasing and the ’ 
z enthusiasm of this community is now a 
4 being devoted to the task of evangelism. : 
4 sus 4 
message of hope for a confused 
world.” 
*- ng a surrounding The new free spirit is developing . 
The evangelicals throughout Mexico, but is not wel- = 7 
$ of Uruguay are an enterprising com- comed by the Roman Catholic Church. ;. 
ba munity, but much needs to be done if e 
; the hinterlands are to be reached. An i 
urban mentality dominates the minds 
4 and activities of the indigenous evan- ‘4 
4 gelicals. | | : 


all 


Dominican Republic 3 

The Board of Christian Work in Santo 
Domingo now represents four U.S.A. 
Mission Boards and some community 
Churches and carries on evangelistic, 
educational, medical and literature 
work. In all branches of work it is 
making striking progress. It is training 


nurses and indigenous leaders. 


Dutch Guiana 


Dutch Guiana is three times the size 
of Holland, but has only 216,000 
inhabitants, who are mainly descendants 
of liberated slaves. There are also 
Indians, Javanese and Chinese. Thirty- 
seven ‘thousand are descendants of the 
original inhabitants who keep their 


scattered ‘over four continents and 


25 countries. During the past year 500 

courses have been broadcast. It even 

reaches into prisons in the U.S.A. and 
Argentina 

In the Argentine the fight for religious 


- liberty goes on without ceasing. Re- 


tribal customs. The Moravian Mission . 


is very active with 18 missionaries, 
25 native workers and a membership 
of 3,000 in 40 congregations. Educa- 
tional work is good with 250 teachers. 


There are two hospitals and a good leper 


work. The indigenous character of the 
work is well maintained. There is 
co-operation with the Reformed and 
Lutheran Missions. 


Venezuela 
There is a struggle for religious 


liberty here and the authorities hold 


that their contract with the Capuchin 
Mission to “civilize and evangelize” 

is binding on them: But the evangelicals 
hold that that was for the Indians and 
that their work is among Venezuelans. 
The constitution, however, guarantees 
religious liberty, which is interpreted 


cently a rally of all denominations for 
prayer and intercession against pro- 
posed legislation to curtail evangelical 
activities was held in Buenos Aires. 
These laws aimed to confine aj 
activities to their “temples.” No 
open-air or radio work would be 
allowed ; and no evangelical literature 
or Bibles sold. This has led to the 
creation of a “ United Evangelical 
Church,” at the annual meeting of 
which delegates from fifteen denomina- 
tions met. In this way Roman Catholic 
activity is being opposed. 


El] Salvador ___ 
The Central American Mission is 


active here. At the conference of 


workers, previously mentioned, a com- 
prehensive and up-to-date programme 
of aggressive evangelism was prepared 
and many committees to see it through 
appointed. One interesting appoint- 
ment was that of an international co- 
ordinator of evangelistic campaigns. 


Colombia 


The persecution of evangelicals here 
exceeds anything in the world to-day. 


, The records of sadistic cruelty read like 


to mean liberty for private beliefs but 


Church, as usual, is behind all this 


Ecuador 
This is the home of the “ Voice of 
the Andes.”’ It continues its enormous 
programme uninterruptedly. One of its 
activities is ** The Bible Institute of the 
Air,” 


which enrols 4,000 students 


_ not for their propagation. The Roman | 


the worst that the Nazis perpetrated of 
in their worst days. The country is 
literally terror-ridden. There have been 
many Christian martyrs. This persecu- 


tion is drawing the evangelicals of all a 


denominations together and their answer 


has been an intensified programme of 


evangelism. The Church is growing 
stronger instead of weaker. The liberal 


elements have often to suffer with the. 


evangelicals. : Many think that the 
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Roman Church here has outreached | 


openly that this is due to Roman 
Catholic influence in the State 
Department. 


AFRICA 

ISSION problems in Africa lag 

events move more and more 
rapidly. Many observers remark on the 
rise of the nationalistic spirit and the 
growing influence of Communism. 
More than half of Asia has fallen before 
these two forces, and Africa is 
in the first throes of it. 
feeling grows especially in the coast 
towns and Communists are exploiting 
the racial tension everywhere. The _ 
opportunity before missions in Africa is 
great for the moment, but who knows 
what ten years may reveal as to the 
future? Things move fast and the 
Present position under five European 
powers cannot last for ever. 


Libya 
Libya has now obtained its independ- 


ence, and the future is that of a Moslem — 


State. Mission work has never been 


} 
possibility of trouble always remains. 
As in Egypt, the religious and State 
authorities reject the Christian Gospel, 
and efforts of missions and Churches are 
confined to the outer fringes of the 
social life and to odd individuals. It is 
scarcely correct to claim that there 
exists any effective kind of evangelization 
of the Moslems. Islam has rejected 
Christianity on behalf of all its 
followers, and there the matter has stood 
for 1,300 years. What of the future ? 


Morocco 
Superstition is rife throughout Morocco 


_ and although many know very little of 


Islam, yet its customs and traditions 
socially, economically and religiously 
bind them in iron chains. The Gospel 
can, therefore, only reach those who 
have disentangled themselves ffom 
Moslem domination, and these neces- 
sarily are very few. Both in Algeria and 
Morocco the French Government is 
favourable to the work of Protestant 
missions, although desirous that adequate 
preparation in linguistics and other 
matters be acquired in France before 
coming to Africa. There are, never- 
theless, many encouraging signs of new 
interest in the Gospel which, when 
added up, give encouragement to those 
at work in North Africa. 8 


Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 

The political future “of the Sudan is 
now in the melting pot. Only recently 
has a political outlook been acquired by 
the Sudanese, and they resent, on the 
whole, Egypt’s claim to decide its future. 
At the same time Moslems have been 
aroused by the progress of Christianity 
in the South, and with the support of 
their majority have enacted-laws which 


__ will greatly hamper the work of missions. 


The addition of Arabic in the schools of 
the South is one of these. —A Moslem 


_ Missionary society has also been organ- _ 


ized to win the tribes over to Islam. 


Moslem missionaries are now at work, 


a itself, and the elements of revolt are 
‘a widespread and there is danger of 
revolution. It is reported that the 
. Government has lost control of this 
2 situation in at least four different pits. 
The Government has taken refuge 
* behind the charge of Communism | 
_ liberals. But the position has become a 
. very dangerous one for the Government. 
7a Many tales of persecution are coming 
: in, some almost unbelievable. It is a 
pity that the United Nations cannot : 
: and how the United States can stand by | 
| passes understanding ! It is said quite | 
‘  @asy. Individual enquirers are to be 
Moslems who can scarcely persuaded 
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especially in the Nuba mountains, and 


~ have been given equal facilities to those 
granted to Protestant missionaries. 
Islam is a missionary religion and will 
fight hard to cramp the work of missions 
and to win all the Sudan for that faith. 


Egypt 

The present turmoil in Egypt is what 
was expected in this effort of the small 
land-holding class and industrials to 
preserve their vested interests. The 
traditional opposition to Britain is only 
a red flag to encourage nationalism to 
secure the privileges of the ruling classes. 
This is the fundamental problem, and 
the fear of Communism arising from 
this even drives them to explore a 
possible common front with Christians, 
especially the Roman Church, against a 
Meanwhile the work of the Bible 
Societies goes on, and a growing interest 
in spiritual things is discernible through- 
out the Near East. Mission Schools 
continue to be popular, in spite of the 
free-tuition order from which many as 
“special schools” claim exemption. 
The present political turmoil has not 
much affected the work, but if it goes on 
and if the disruptive-group gain control 
then there may be much trouble for all. 
There is great need of prayer for Egypt 
and for our relations with her. The 
attitude of Islam is hardening, and the 
declaration that the change of religion 
of any individual is contrary to-public 


order stands as a denial of religious 


liberty. 
The dominant movement here is to 

create national unity ; hence publication 


of books by missions in tribal languages — 


is discouraged. At last the Ethiopian 
Church has acquired the right to 
appoint its own Archbishop and io 
ordain its own clergy. The Egyptian 


Church retains only its right of approval. 
The B.C.M.S. Bible Schools at Fiche 


‘are aneffort which is capable of far-. 


reaching results to the Ethiopian Church. 

The S.1.M. reports that the work among 
the tribes is making steady progress. 
The pioneer work here of the Mennonite 
Brethren is being extended to Somaliland. 


British East Africa 


A confirmation was made in the 
House of Commons recently of the 
policy work towards self-government in 
Uganda, Kenya and Tanganyika. This 
has been carried forward a stage since, 
especially by the proposed Tanganyika 
Constitution whereby the three com- 
munities, Africans, Indians and Europeans 
shall be equally represented on the 
Legislative Council. There is still a lot 
of discussion going on. Steps also have 
been taken in Uganda and the difficult 
problem of Kenya ventilated. All this | 
forms the background of racial relation- 
ships to-day in these territories and 
affects the work of missions. The 


_ Church is decidedly alive, and a strong 


religious awakening is taking p'ace in 
Kenya and Uganda. A _ successful 
Anglican mission has been held in 
Nairobi, and the Old Testament in 
Kikuyu has been placed in circulation. 


‘In Tanganyika, where people move on 


continually, churches are often left 
derelict. Such a one recently at Lugo in 
the Diocese of Masasi was brought ‘to 
new life by the work of an African, with 
only occasional visits of an Anglican 
priest. His efforts resulted in the 
spontaneous expansion into a_ self- 


. supporting church, the strongest in the 


parish, and still expanding. Such work 
usually depends on the sacrificial zeal of 
one or two men. 


Central African Federation 
“To impose federation against unani- 
mous African opposition would 


the basis on which success depends,” 
says the Conference of British Missionary 


Societies. Africans fear the threat to 


their political future of adverse land 
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lesislation and the infiltration of the 
racial attitudes of the Union of South 
Africa. In any case Africans expect to 
be included among the representatives 


on the Federal Legislatures. Here again 


to win the confidence of the African 
depends on wise and generous legislation. 
Nyasaland 
Nyasaland is also going ahead along 
the path of self-government. The people 
now serve on Government Committees 
and Boards. The Council system is 
being developed from the village up to 
the Legislative Council at the top. 
Tribute was paid recently to the work of 


missionaries from David Livingstone to 


the present day. The Bible is in great 
demand here. 


The Congo 

All the missions report a great demand 
for schools. There are not enough 
teachers or buildings to cope with the 
demand. The revival in the Ruanda 
field still goes forward and its influence 
is being felt far afield. The Worldwide 
Evangelization Crusade has had some 
experience of its power. There is no 
question that the second stage in the life 
of the Church has been reached and that 
wherever it is ready to go ahead the way 
is being prepared by the Spirit. 

| West Africa 

In Liberia a radio station is nearing 
completion capable of reaching sixty 
million people. The Gold Coast has 
now started off as a self-governing. 
country. The Church has had much to 
do with preparing the way. For long the 
Presbyterian and Methodist Churches 
have been self-governing. The educa- 
tional programmes of the churches 
have been well developed. Now the 
new Legislative Council may not support 
the policies of the old Government in 
regard to the control of the schools, and 
it, will need great wisdom on the part of 
the leaders of the Church to face the 
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new conditions ‘of life aed work unde: 


their own Government. Bishop Stephen 


Neill was much impressed by the work — 


of the Sudan Interior Mission, and 
indeed its record in West Africa is quite 
formidable. It has established an 
African missionary society which has 
already sent out 27 workers to unevan- 
gelized areas. In addition there are 772 
African pastors, and the training of 
indigenous leaders has a high place in 
its programme. Nine Bible Schools, 
six Teacher Training Schools, eighty- 
nine Elementary Schools, and other 
teaching devices exist. Literature is 
stressed, and in every way this mission 
is very much alive. 


Nigeria 

Nigeria has also a new Constitution 
which offers great scope for native 
participation. The scheme is dyarchy, 
there being some reserved portfolios. 
A Federal system will embrace North, 
East and West, where different rates of 
development are foreshadowed. The 
chief missions have combined in a 
broadcasting service. The country is 
making ever closer contact with the out- 
side world, and air services are now 
plying between here and Mecca ! Along 
the Moslem frontier the tribes are being 
won to Islam and to Communism ; the 
only hope is for missions in increasing 
strength to get into the tribes first. The 
Qua Iboe Mission experienced how 
much more difficult work is when once 
the Moslems have got a hold. 

The Gold Coast is seething with 
political unrest and a Communist- 
inspired movement is at work to create 
a West African Socialist Republic. 
Much Christian work has been opened, 
critical opportunity is being largely lost. 

A secular nationalism is creeping into: 
the Churches ; the “ prophet” move- - 
ment is by no means dead. While the 
line across the Moslem front’ :r has been 
established, there are many adversaries, 
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Protestant Missions here, says Dr. 
Tucker, goes forward with increasing 
momentum. 


Cameroons. The Presbyterian Church 
developes at an amazing rate. In 1926, 
when I visited this field, there would be 
about 10,000 members ; in 1938 there 
were 36,000 ; to-day the membership is 
72,000, This began with a drastic 
weeding out of unsatisfactory members 
in 1924 or thereabouts. The Church is 


well established and carries on indepen- 


dently of the mission. 


South Africa 


Strange as it may sound, Islam is on 
the increase in South Africa. It has 
many missionaries in Capetown and is 
_the coloured people. When will it be 
recognized that Islam to-day is anti- 
Christian and itself~ missionary? ~ 
Christian missions are called to reach 
first the victims of Islamic propagation. 
Where such Churches as the Nazarene 
get to work a great response is being 
_ met among the coloured people, showing 
that the spiritual vacuum calls for the 
Gospel, and that the people, if given a 
chance, would never choose the darkness 
of Islam. 


From every side—S.W. Africa,. the 
Indians of Natal, the Africans of the . 
Union, and the disenfranchized coloured 
people—the Government of Dr. Malan 
is being attacked. The United Nations 

y concerned by the policy of 
racial discrimination, as it spells disaster 


i 


to the white occupation of the whole of 


The three Lutheran groups in Mada- 
gascar have now carried out their union 
proposals and have been for over one 


year a united Church. There are 1,471 
churches and 150,000 Christians. The 


. new Church is not exactly autonomous ; 


the Malagasy pastors are not in full 
charge, but still subject to the guidance 
of the European. Things move slower 


FAR EAST 
Japan 

R. KAGAWA is still the source 

of most of our information about 

Japan. His forceful personality 
dominates the situation. He says that 
an indigenous Christian movement with 
sufficient workers could organize 1,000 
churches now. Ninety per cent of the 
pastors support themselves by doing 
other work, and any expansion in Japan 
will depend on the development of this 
principle. Even now Bible Study Classes 
are springing up everywhere. While 
Communism is strong (three million 
voters), Christianity has the leadership 
in all the important occupations of the 
especially pay 
-inereasing~ attention to ~ reporting 
Christian progress and discussing 
Christian ideas. 

The future of the Church is with the 
indigenous Church and its leaders. This 
is another land where the foreign 
missionary epoch has passed. The Bible 
Society of Japan is now di ributing ten 


million copies of Scriptures to the 


people. Millions are interested, but the 
Church’s suspected connection with 
“¢ foreign” inspiration still keeps it from 
growing, the present number of 
Christians being only half a million out 
of a population of:eighty-three million. 
The great needs are for more Japanese 
pastors, especially in rural areas where . 
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| and their attacks are severe tests. Roman a 
Catholic opposition is as bitter: as 
Moslem ; but the power of Christ to 
save was never more evident, and dis- 
cerning Officials always welcome the 
evangelical missionary. His presence : 
makes their task easier. a 
Constitution, which gives liberty to non- 


churches are few, and for more | pebple have been won.» If this can | 
Christian literature. Missionaries, of happen here it can happen anywhere. 
If one looks at the map one sees that 
only a belt of territory across the south. 
of the continent is now open to 
regarding the Chinese Church. It fares missionary work : Syria, Iraq, Iran, 
differently in different areas. The less- Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Burma, Siam, 
organized Church bodies who are less . French Indo-China, Japan, and the East 


China 
Authentic news is difficult to obtain 


vulnerable to attack still seem to have 
power to expand and to attract new 
members. The group called “ the Jesus 
family’ is so indigenous that it cannot 
be suspected of foreign relationships, 
and is therefore left alone by the Com- 
munists. Its high degree of devotion 


Indian Islands. Seven-ninths of its area 
is now closed, and one-half of its 
population beyond the reach of the 


Gospel ; and that, as Dr. Dale points | 


out, is one-third of the world’s popu- 
lation. Are we being realistic enough 
about this situation ? 


and fervency reminds one of the early The peak of missionary work has 
Church ; especially is this so in their ‘passed and the only hope tor the future 
practice of pooling possessions and evangelization of Asia lies with the 
sharing all things in common. Has our indigenous Church and its leadership. 
intellectual and individualist interpreta- We may be privileged to help for a short 


tion of Christianity been as adequate as 
we imagined ? 

The production and sale of the Bible 
is still being pushed forward. The 
demand increases except in Central and 
North-East China. Evangelistic work 
has not been hindered so far as much 
as was expected. Institutions, however, 
such as schools and hospitals, have been 
often “occupied” and are heavily taxed. 
A field of service is opening out for them 


- which is very hopeful so long as they are ~ 


allowed to continue to function as 
“Christian” institutions. 


It is often asked : How do indigenous 


time, but for how long ? In many of the 
areas which are still open, already 
restrictions . increase, as in Burma, 
French Indo-China, Siam and Iran. 
Work is none too easy in the East Indies, 
or in fact anywhere in the still open 
areas. Many who know the situation 
say that the present opportunity will not — 
be for long. There are probably only 
half as many missionaries as before the 
is encouraging, but altogether the effort _ 
put forth by the Christian Church has 
no adequate relation to the need. The 
need being universal and colossal, the 
number of workers limited and the time 


movements start? Only by the action short, would therefore indicate-that we 
of the Spirit of God. This often should endeavour to’ meet response 
happens without the intervention of any where the harvest is ready rather than 
missionary. The reading of the Bible is attempt the now impossible project of 
one of the most usual ways for such a__ going out into the blue, to meet need. 
work as is reported trom Linshui, near Christ indicated a “harvest” to be- 
Kinchan, Kansu. Here a single family reaped, and the needed labourers were 
has spread its witness over the surround- for His harvest. Should not this still be 
ing area till quite a large number of the kéy to missionary work ? 
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Wiedenest 
by Mr 
AF 


THE DAWN OF 
ber of sermon outli 
with along the wel 


FULL SURRENDER, 
(Marshall, Morgan 


Scott, 8/6.) 


, is penetrating 
and challenging. It faces the fact of sin— 


his persona 
_ experience to illustrate his theme. Dr. 
“Billy Graham contributes an Introduction. 


MY SERVANT MOSES, by Georce E. 


Hicks. 


(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
8/6.) | 


GOD SPAKE BY MOSES, by Oswa.p T. 


ALLB. 


(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
9/6.) 


gifted Bible 
a 


Over 100 studies in St. Luke’s Gospel, 


compiled from notes left behind by this 
expositor. Of special value to 
nd ‘teachers. 


Pioneers, by 3. C. POLLOCK. (Tyndale Press, 


2/-.) 


An addition to the “ Foundations for ©} 


Faith "’ series, dealing with seven Christian 
leaders of the 19th century—Wilberforce, 
Shaftesbury, Elizabeth Fry, etc. 


The Command of the Ever-Living, by FERRAR a 
Fenton. (House of the Sons of God, ~ 


Clareville Grove, S.W.7,) 


Selections from Ferrar Fenton’s trans- 
major minor , Prophets, parts 


The Lost Valley. 
Missions, 7 
1/6.) 


A collection of interesting stories illus- 


trating 
I 


re the work of Protestant missions in 
y. 


as 


(Waldensian Church” 
Chamberlain Street, Wells, 


of broad sympathies, whose interests were 
a as latge as the Gospel itself and as wide as ‘no shadowy, or remote ‘figure of the 
| 3 mankind:: Nor were they so absorbed in but amazingly alive and real and up to 
te religious controversies or party quarrels as __ History has a way of repeating itself 
E to be distracted from the real work of the regard to the Jewish nation, and for 
4, Kingdom. reason alone the dramatic story of the 
| they have something of value to teach the of 
a modern Evangelical, who would do well to deserving of the most i ‘ 
look to the rock whence he is hewn. such a study that Mr. Hicks here a 
. The publishers are to be thanked for in 8 very readable form. 
| making this book available again in so Professor Allis’s book is a running cone 
: 2 aitractive a format and at so reasonable mentary on the Pentateuch (Genesip 
3 a price. It deserves the widest possible Deuteronomy), his aim being to expoung 
the sacred text of the Bible rather 
are lacking concern himself with critical and. conto” 
3 in any of Evangelical history. versial questions. He is, nevertheless, a 
3 .  doughty defender of the Mosaic authorship _ 
Epwin Orr. of these books and shows how they demom - 
strate the essential unity and divine authority” 
; of the Bible. The studies are based upon 
' the lessons which Dr. Allis wrote for the 
tf more t form constitute a very 
body of Biblical exposition and 
useful work of reference. 
ALSO RECEIVED 
; Outline Studies in the Gospel of St. Luke, Y 
W. H. GrirrrrH THomas. (Church 
£ H merely in general Dut in personal te 2° 
—and enforces the necessity of forgiveness, 
< confession and cleansing. It goes on to 2 
: show the possibility and privilege of a | 
a Spirit-filled life through ‘a full surrender to 
the lordship of Christ. Throughout, the 
These two works are concerned respec- | 
. tively with the life of Moses and the Mosaic eggreesent 4 
4 writings which constitute the first five books 
of the Old Testament. The value of Mr. | 
Hicks’s study is that it is based entirely on | 
the Biblical testimony concerning Moses, 
4 while at the same time he does not hesitate 
to draw out the relevant lessons for the 
: modern reader in the light of the Christian 
32 
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